
Investigation 6 DBQ Rubric 
 

Criteria Emerging (1) Approaching (2) Meeting (3) Exceeding (4) 

Development of 
Position 

(Thesis/Claim) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____/4 
 

Thesis statement is poorly 
defined or missing; there are 
no facts or they fail to support 

the argument; commentary 
missing; conclusion is weak or 

fails to reinforce the main 
argument  

Thesis statement is broadly 
defined; few facts are used 

to support argument; 
commentary is missing or 
weak;; conclusion is solid 

or manages to reinforce the 
main argument 

Thesis statement is solidly 
defined; some facts are used to 

support argument; 
commentary is present, but 
unoriginal;; conclusion is 
strong or reinforces the 

argument and attempts a closer
 1

Thesis statement is clearly 
defined; many facts are used 
to fully support argument; 

commentary is original and 
insightful; conclusion 
reinforces the main 

argument and includes a 
strong closer that links to 
later developments in the 

20th century. 

Organization 
 
 
 
 

_____/4 

Body paragraphs not 
organized around a specific 

topic 

Body paragraphs are 
somewhat organized 

around a specific topic and 
there are two groups used.  

There are two-three main body 
paragraphs but there could be 
more consistency, i.e. two or 

one paragraph is stronger than 
others 

Two-three distinct main 
body paragraphs and each 
addresses a different group/ 
theme  and each paragraph 
addresses this theme in 
detail.  

 
Evidence  

 
           _____/4 

Student uses 1-2 of the 
documents provided in the 

investigation and they aren’t 
very specific. CDs are 

inaccurate and/or do not 
support the thesis. 

Student uses 2-3 of the 
documents provided in the 

investigation and they 
aren’t very specific. CDs 

are somewhat well 
selected, but don’t really 

support the thesis. 

Student uses 3-4 documents 
provided in the investigation 
but the facts could be more 

specific. CDs are well-selected 
and mostly support the thesis. 

Student uses 4 + of the 
documents provided in the 
investigation and they are 

very direct and specific. CDs 
are well-selected and 

directly support the thesis. 

Historical 
Understanding of 

Content.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____/4 
 

Big History content is 
minimal OR there  

are several  
factual errors; the student 

demonstrates a weak 
understanding of the content 
and question asked; little to 

no critical thinking is shown.  

Includes basic  
information about Big 

History ideas or 
there may be a few  

factual errors; the student 
demonstrates a basic 
understanding of the 
content and question 
asked; some critical 

thinking shown regarding 
collective learning and 

what makes us different.  

Includes essential  
knowledge about  

Big History ideas, for example: 
collective learning, Goodall and 

the Leakeys, etc.; the student 
demonstrates a strong 

understanding of the content; 
solid critical thinking is shown 

in answering the question. 

Covers topic in depth with 
details  

and examples from Big 
History including (but not 

limited to): collective 
learning, Goodall and the 

Leakeys, etc.; student 
demonstrates a 

comprehensive, complex 
understanding of the topic; 
exemplary critical thinking 

skills are shown. 

 
 
Total:____/16 
Comments: 

1 


