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BIG HISTORY PROJECT

BHP IN AUSTRALIA
This narrative is intended to share insight into the ways that the Big History Project (BHP)
provides rich and engaging opportunities for Australian students to develop valued historical
knowledge, concepts, and skills, and the general capabilities taught throughout the Australian
Curriculum. In what follows, we outline ways in which BHP aligns with the Australian
Curriculum, possible options for including BHP in the history curriculum, and some specific ideas
for course integration and student activities.

Big History Project Overview
The Big History Project contextualizes human history within the history of the Universe. BHP
begins the school year with a study of periodisation and scale and anchors its timeline in the Big
Bang, that moment when the Universe came into existence. Using a series of “thresholds,” which
are moments in time when the natural or social world achieves a qualitatively higher level of
complexity, BHP follows the formation of stars and chemical elements; the rise of planets and the
Solar System; the evolution of Earth and its atmosphere into a world capable of supporting life;
the emergence and evolution of life; and the appearance of humans on the world stage (in Unit
6). At this point and thereafter, the thresholds move from the natural world to the social world,
as the emergence of collective learning makes human cultures and civilisations possible. Human
history is explored in the last two-thirds of the course, from prehistoric humans to the present,
and then concludes with a look toward the future (Unit 10).
BHP presents 13.8 billion years in one year’s curriculum, while Australian students study 62,000
years of Australian and world history over a period of four years. BHP is relevant and useful to
Australian students and teachers in a number of ways because, in the course of the BHP year,
BHP’s resources and activities provide excellent opportunities to use and scaffold Australia’s
key historical concepts (for example, evidence, cause and effect, perspectives) and historical
skills (the abilities to think chronologically, to raise and research historical questions, to analyse
sources, for example). This provides Australian students a sound foundation for the more indepth studies of particular periods and events expected in the upper grades.

Australia’s Approach to History
Australia contextualises national and state history within world history. With the history of
humankind divided into four periods, Australian students study how their ancestors were part
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of both local and global trends and events. The study of early humans in the world focuses on
Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures. When the four world zones become
connected during the age of expansion and connection (1400 CE and after), the arrival of
Europeans in Australia is introduced and contextualized.
The Australian Curriculum also plumbs the relationship between overview and depth studies.
The overview aspect of the curriculum, which is expected to take up 10 percent of course time,
introduces various periods and their major trends and events. The other 90 percent of course
time is spent in Depth Studies, a series of three in-depth studies of a particular civilisation or
event that illustrates how the characteristics of the period play out in detail. Students choose
their topic from a short list of alternatives. For example, in Year 9, students’ first Depth Study can
focus on either the Industrial Revolution, Progressive Movements, or the Movement of Peoples
during the making of the modern world (1750-1918 CE). For Depth Study 2, Australia and Asia,
students can choose to focus on Australia, or they can choose to study one Asian society in depth
during the period. In the course of doing these Depth Studies, students put the key concepts of
the curriculum to use and build on the historical skills defined in the Australian Curriculum and
developed and deepened over the F-10 years.

The Relationship Between BHP and the Australian Curriculum: History
BHP aligns with Australia’s history goals in many ways. BHP helps students deepen their
knowledge of historical concepts and develop historical skills through careful scaffolding via the
materials and activities offered. And while the world history knowledge and understanding that is
taught over four years in Australia (Years 7-10) is addressed in one year in BHP, the advantage of
BHP is that it can form a framework for organising and contextualising deeper studies in history
(as well as geography and economics), guiding students to use Australian historical concepts
in their thinking (evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy,
significance, and contestability), and supporting practice of historical skills in their reading,
writing, and thinking.
For example, BHP explicitly scaffolds students’ causal reasoning. The curriculum features a sixlesson sequence on causality, beginning in Lesson 3.0, where students begin to understand and
identify causes, consequences, and triggering events of history. Building upon this knowledge,
students then are encouraged to recognize the difference between short-term and long-term
4
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causes. As they do this, they begin to learn how to build causal maps. Subsequent lessons are
more complicated, as students begin to look at multiple causes, multiple consequences, and
the significance and relationships of different causal events. Students end the causality series
by examining one complex historical event: the Industrial Revolution. By the end of the causality
lesson series (Lesson 8.0), students have a better grasp on the importance of cause and
consequence when creating and analysing historical narratives.
BHP also helps build the general capabilities that are embedded in the Australian Curriculum.
The general capability of literacy, for example, is developed by using explicit teaching of the
disciplinary practices of reading and writing. Aligned with the ACARA standards as well as the
U.S. Common Core State Standards for literacy in the social studies, students continually use
and build their literacy skills through reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. For those
humanities teachers who express reservations regarding their ability to improve students’ literacy
skills, BHP provides resources and tools to help scaffold students into ever-more-sophisticated
content and skill performances and to develop independence in academic literacy. In addition,
BHP has collected a wide range of resources, including videos, photographs, graphs, maps, and
timelines that support students in producing multi-modal texts, which enable students to not only
develop skills in historical and geographical literacy, but in twenty-first-century literacy, as well.
Numeracy is likewise put to work as students interact with timelines, population graphs, and
GDP (see the Lesson 9.6, Mapping the World activity). Through these types of BHP materials and
experiences, numeracy becomes part of students’ historical toolkit. Critical and creative thinking
are involved in looking over and synthesising a range of texts and viewpoints across the entire
curriculum, especially in the Investigations in each unit (see more below).
The general development of interpersonal and social capability, ethical understanding, and
intercultural understanding are also supported by BHP. Students engage in small-group work in
every unit and develop their final project in groups. They work to put together museum exhibits,
to hold debates, and to teach each other content through exercises like jigsaw readings (see the
Origin Story Article activity in Lesson 1.2, or Understanding the Causes of WWI in Lesson 9.6).
Intercultural understanding is built as students engage with opportunities to see how people in
different part of the world explained the origin of the Universe (Lesson 1.2); developed language
(Lessons 6.2 and 6.3); agriculture (Unit 7); and early civilisations (Lessons 7.1 and 7.2).
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Historical Knowledge and Understanding
As noted earlier, BHP presents history across a vast timeline that begins with the Big Bang,
spans the present, and ends with inquiry into the future. This creates a framework that places
what Australian students study in depth in a complex and multi-faceted context. Essential
elements get repeated emphasis over the year with the result that students end up with a deep
understanding of those key concepts. These include the concepts of periodisation and scale,
human migration over the globe, causality (as described above), and humanity’s impact on the
physical environment. The idea of complexity is an organising principal in BHP and is the basis
for the unit-by-unit progression from one threshold to another. In addition, students are expected
to engage with many of these concepts in their intensive capstone project, the Little Big History
project. This provides students the opportunity to do the types of research and thinking that
students do in relation to Depth Studies in Australia.
Looking at the curriculum map, the areas of alignment become clearer. The first page/worksheet,
“Australia-BHP WH Overview,” shows how Australia’s knowledge, understanding, and skills in Y7-10
map to Units 6-10 in the BHP course. This illustrates that most Overview topics, which structure the
Australian knowledge curriculum, are addressed in BHP. Italicised entries indicate topics that will
be addressed through Australia’s previously-existing teaching and learning materials; specifically,
particular events and trends in Australia’s history. Table 1, below, shows the areas of the Big History
curriculum that align with the time periods by year in Australia.
Table 1: Alignment of Australian Curriculum: History and the Big History Project Course
Australian History Period

Relevant Big History Project Units

Time Period

Year 7: The Ancient World

Unit 6: Early Humans; Unit 7:
Agriculture and Civilisation

60,000 BCE-650
CE

Year 8: The Ancient to the Modern Unit 7: Agriculture and Civilisation;
World
Unit 8: Expansion and Interconnection

650 CE-1750 CE

Year 9: The Making of the Modern
World

Unit 8: Expansion and Interconnection; 1750-1918 CE
Unit 9: Acceleration

Year 10: The Modern World and
Australia

Unit 9: Acceleration; Unit 10: The
Future

1918 CE-present
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In addition, BHP Units 1-5 include introductions to views of the natural world held by scholars and
scientists from ancient times to the present, offering another Depth Study of how our view of the
Universe has changed over time.
BHP’s exploration of governance and other key components of various civilisations and periods
is comparative. For example, in Lesson 7.1, students briefly study, share, and compare aspects
of a range of early civilisations, such as the Uruk, Mayan, Greco-Roman, and Ghanaian, and
then choose one as the subject of a museum exhibit that they create and that others in the
class will visit and learn from. In conjunction with Australian Depth Study, students will have
the opportunity to notice patterns that arise in different civilisations under similar and different
conditions. Similar approaches to support and complement the ACARA approaches are used in
lessons throughout the year in BHP.
Historical Concepts
As mentioned above, BHP provides many opportunities for students to demonstrate
understanding of the historical concepts valued by historians and presented as required learning
in Australia.
•

Continuity and change: As each threshold of increasing complexity is introduced in Big
History, the laws and conditions of all previous thresholds remain in place. For example,
throughout history the forces unleashed by the Big Bang, gravity, and electromagnetic force
still operate. Thus, the theory of the Big Bang is used to complement and extend older
ways of thinking about where humans and civilisations come from as well as demonstrate
a more recent narrative in a series of origin stories that goes back thousands of years.

•

Cause and effect: As described above, notions of cause, types of cause, and
consequences of cause are introduced and used throughout the curriculum.

•

Perspectives: In Lesson 2.0, students consider how different types of people in our own time
hold different perspectives on a current event. Students spend the rest of the year looking at how
people’s view of the Universe and life have changed over time and how the interconnection of
people from different areas of the world has made the world what it is today.

•

Empathy: In lessons throughout BHP, students are asked to take on the perspective of
someone in another location in space and/or time. Lesson 9.0’s A Day in the Life activity
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asks students to consider the personal experiences of hypothetical individuals from
different time periods to investigate an alternative method of discussing periodisation.
The Crash Course videos on globalisation present what globalisation means, for good or
ill, depending on your location and identity. Investigation 9 has students look over a range
of data to discuss whether the Modern Revolution has been, on balance, a positive or
negative force and for whom.
•

Significance: BHP presents as significant aspects of our world that would be easy to
take for granted. Examples include: the birth, life, and death of stars, which seems so
distant and abstract but which catalysed the elements that make our modern world
possible; the age of exploration, which put groups in contact for the first time and resulted
in an explosion of collective learning that would not have arisen in other ways. In Lesson
9.0, students are invited to engage in critical thinking about significance by considering
whether the very idea of thresholds is a valid way to periodise history.

•

Evidence: Evidence is a very important concept in Big History. Students begin in Unit 1
to consider the “claims testers” – an approach to help students understand the methods
historians and others use to test claims put forth in an argument: intuition, logic, authority,
and evidence. Students learn about these early in the BHP course and are asked to use
them to test claims in every piece of writing and research they undertake.

•

Contestability: Throughout BHP, students are made aware of the difference between
views of the world and of issues across time. This is most evident in the debates advanced
in lessons, such Lesson 6.2’s Culture and Collective Learning Debate, or in Lesson 9.8,
where students debate whether or not private companies should enter the space race.

Historical Skills
The resources and activities included in the BHP curriculum provide opportunities for both
exposure to, and practice in, the historical skills outlined in the Australian Curriculum: History.
Looking at the third page/worksheet of the curriculum map (Australian Year 9 History Skills x
BHP), the alignment of these skills with both unit outcomes and activities across the course is
evident.
•

Chronology, terms, and concepts: Students have a number of opportunities to think
critically about how historians use time. Early in the course, students use software to
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•

•

begin putting together timelines of important thinkers, movements, and events, and they
continue to build those timelines over the year. In addition, students think metacognitively
about how BHP bases its periodisation of history on thresholds of complexity and are
invited to come up with their own strategies for periodisation (Lesson 9.0). BHP pays
special attention to terms and concepts. As part of the focus on developing historical
knowledge and writing skills, BHP explicitly focuses on learning the language of
historians. Concepts such as periodisation, threshold, and causality are introduced and
defined so students can then work with them to deepen their understanding. In addition,
each unit includes two vocabulary lessons developed by Text Genome (see BHP Course
Teaching Guide, p. 31). The first one, early in the unit, introduces key vocabulary and has
students engage at an introductory level with the terms through matching and fill-inthe-blank activities. The second one, mid-unit, opens up and extends engagement with
each term by placing it in a semantic network of related terms and elaborating on its
morphology by introducing different forms of the word.
Historical questions and research: BHP scaffolds students into raising and addressing
historical questions through research activities called “Investigations” over the course
of the year. During the opening units, students mainly write on questions raised in
assignments such as the Investigations in each unit. However, beginning in Unit 6,
students are introduced to and begin working on their Little Big History project, which
requires them to frame and address their own questions in a research project. In small
groups, students choose an item, material, process, or social construct. They must
investigate it and tell its story across three thresholds, at least one of them nonhuman.
Similarly, the identification and use of sources are carefully scaffolded. In the first part
of the course, students use and write on sources they are given. Later on, the activities
provide opportunities for students to find their own sources, using ICT devices, software,
and other methods. This is particularly evident in the Little Big History project but occurs
in other ways throughout the BHP course.
Analysis and use of sources: Students use primary and secondary sources throughout
the BHP curriculum. Readings and videos discuss how investigators in a range of
disciplines identify sources of evidence. Students synthesise and use primary and
secondary sources (many provided in each unit’s Investigation Library, a collection of the
readings required to complete each Investigation) on a regular basis, most particularly in
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•

•

the Investigations for each unit. For example, the Unit 8 Investigation explores the question
“How and why have our reactions and our responses to disease changed?” and asks
students to compare responses to the outbreaks of plague in Europe in the fourteenth and
nineteenth centuries. As mentioned above, the Unit 9 Investigation explores the question
“To what extent has the Modern Revolution been a positive or negative force?” and asks
students to consider data related to various aspects of modern life. The curriculum map
gives other examples of assignments requiring this skill. Students evaluate the reliability
and usefulness of resources from Unit 2 through the end of the course using the claim
testers, described above. These are included on research guides used across the year.
Perspectives and interpretations: Over the course of BHP, students consider the
perspectives and beliefs of people from various times in history. For example, they
compare how scholars and scientists looked at the formation of the Universe (Lessons 2.1
and 2.2), read about English slavers’ and other colonists’ views of those they sought to
enslave or rule, and engage with the human rights documents written by people shaking
off the burdens of colonialism. Opportunities to consider different historical interpretations
come in the various debate activities and in constructing written arguments for
assignments throughout the course.
Explanation and communication: BHP excels in providing opportunities for students to
practice explanation and communication skills. Writing has always been a central strand
of BHP, with students having many opportunities for both informal and formal writing and
composition in a variety of modalities; including systematically developing their essay-writing
capabilities. Unit outcomes allow students to demonstrate the results of explicit teaching
of historical writing and how to evaluate it using the BHP Writing Rubric. Beginning in Unit
1, all investigations are supplemented by Revising Investigation Writing activities in which
students analyse BHP writing samples using the BHP rubric. Over the course of the year,
students move to evaluating each other’s work using the rubric and, then, evaluating their
own work. Essay writing is practiced in the Investigation projects in each unit, which involves
writing from, and referencing, a range of sources. This all comes together in the Little Big
History capstone project. In addition to essay writing, students work in a range of writing
and presentation modes across the year including public speaking, creating and presenting
infographics and timelines, mapping events and movements, using PowerPoint presentations,
creating museum displays, among others. BHP offers rubrics for presentations as well as
writing. The curriculum map gives a number of examples of these opportunities.
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Incorporating Big History Project into the Australian Curriculum: History
As discussed, BHP provides a framework for world history by linking the history of humans to
the evolution of the physical universe and giving humans a starring role in the story of increasing
complexity. Where will we go next? And the rich resources in BHP provide many opportunities for
students to develop reading, writing, and historical skills. Clearly, BHP supports and scaffolds the
ACARA standards and curriculum.
•

•

•

Australian schools and teachers who are interested in using BHP in their
humanities/history programs in Year 9 can use the material treating the years before
1750 CE as a review of previously-learned concepts, reducing the cognitive load for
students as they learn the science and new concepts. As part of this, students will dig
deeply into the content addressing the years 1750-1918 and use the material in Units 9
and 10 to preview the Year 10 periods, preparing students for greater depth in addressing
more recent history in Australia and the world.
BHP could also be spread over Years 7-10 in the form of modules. This could take the
place of, or supplement, the current Overview section of the curriculum. In this approach,
BHP content would very closely match the period typically studied in each year.
BHP could also be taught so Units 1-6 are included in Year 7, and Units 7-10 are
covered in Year 8. This would enable students to master the historical concepts and
skills earlier in a kind of spiral curricular approach, which they can then draw upon for
their Depth Studies in Years 9 and 10.

It is clear that the BHP history curriculum offers wonderful content, skill, and materials/resources
options to support and scaffold ACARA standards and curriculum. We hope the curriculum map
and this narrative have provided context and specific information about the many synergies
using BHP in Australia can create. We are excited by the options for using BHP in Australian
humanities/history course offerings. We are also excited by the opportunity that bringing BHP
to Australia offers for further refining and tailoring the course for Australia and other countries
around the globe.
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Australia - Big History Project History Overview
Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Knowledge and Understanding

Big History Project Unit Goals

Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Skills

Big History Project Sample Content and Activities

Grade 7: The Ancient World: 60,000 BCE-650 CE

Unit 6: Early Humans and Unit 7: Agriculture and Civilization

Grade 7: The Ancient World: 60,000 BCE-650 CE

From Units 6 and 7: Note that these skills are developed across the year.

Overview Content (Note: the Depth Studies that occupy most of
the year follow the major goals of the Overview Content).

Note: CO are Course Objectives (see Big History Project Course
Teaching Guide , pp. 7-8).

Chronology, terms, and concepts: Sequence historical events,
developments, and periods. Use historical terms and concepts.

Sequencing: Lesson 6.0 Activity: Early Ancestors. Activity: Evolution Comic.
Lesson 6.1 Video: Early Evidence of Collective Learnin g. Lesson 6.3 Activity:
Human Migration Patterns. Lesson 7.0 Video: Why Was Agriculture So
Important? Reading: "What’s for Dinner Tonight? Evidence of Early Agriculture
– the First Farmers." Lesson 7.1 Activity: Comparing Civilizations. Reading:
"The Origin of World Religions." Lesson 7.2 Reading: "Recordkeeping and
History." Using terms and concepts: Concepts and terms are addressed in most
readings and videos, and in addition there are two vocabulary lessons in each
unit that introduce and define new terms used in that unit.

6.3. Describe how early humans lived. (CO3, CO5); 6.6. Show early
human migration on a map. (CO3, CO4, CO7)

Historical questions and research: Identify a range of questions
about the past to inform a historical inquiry. Identify and locate
relevant sources using ICT and other methods

Addressing both these skill areas, beginning in Unit 6, students are introduced
to and begin working on their Little Big History project. Working in small
groups, students choose an item, material, process, or social construct. They
must investigate it and tell its story across three thresholds, at least one of
them non-human. Questions and inquiry: Lesson 6.1 Activity: Historos Cave.
Lesson 6.2 Video: Early Evidence of Collective Learning. Activity: Alphonse
the Camel. Lesson 6.3 Investigation 6: How does language make humans
different? Lesson 7.2 Activity: The Rise, Fall, and Collapse of Civilizations.
Activity: Were They Pushed or Did They Jump? Investigation 7: Was farming an
improvement over foraging? In addition, students keep a Driving Question (DQ)
notebook across each unit, reflecting on and addressing the driving questions
for that unit. Locating sources: Lesson 6.2 Activity: Culture and Collective
Learning debate. Lesson 6.3 Activity: Hunter Gatherer Menu. Lesson 7.0
Activity: Biography of a Crop. Lesson 7.1 Early Civilization Museum Project.
Note: The Little Big History project noted above addresses the analysis and use
of sources. In addition, the Investigation assignment in each unit requires
reading across and analysing given primary and secondary sources in making
an argument. Identifying the origin and purpose of sources: Lesson 6.1 Activity:
Historos Cave. Lesson 6.2 Video: Early Evidence of Collective Learning.
Lesson 6.3 Reading: "Foraging." Lesson 7.1 Reading: "We’re Not in Kansas
Anymore: The Emergence of Early Cities." Using information from sources as
evidence: Lesson 6.3 Activity: Hunter Gatherer Menu. Investigation 6: How
does language make humans different? Lesson 7.1 Activity: Early Civilization
Museum Project. Lesson 7.2 Investigation 7: Was farming an improvement over
foraging? The usefulness of sources: Addressed in Little Big History project.

Indicates areas where BHP needs to be augmented with local
materials.

The theory that people moved out of Africa around 60,000
BCE and migrated to other parts of the world, including
Australia .

The evidence for the emergence and establishment of ancient 6.6. Show early human migration on a map. (CO3, CO4, CO7); 7.2.
societies (including art, iconography, writing tools, and
Identify the features of agrarian civilizations. (CO3, CO5); 7.3.
pottery).
Understand the similarities and differences between the lifestyles
of hunter-gatherers and farmers. (CO3, CO5, CO6); 7.4. Describe
how early civilizations formed and their key features. (CO2, CO3,
CO6); 7.5. Understand what scholars from multiple disciplines
know about agriculture and civilization and the information they
can derive from them using integrated perspective. (CO2, CO5,
CO8)
Key features of ancient societies (farming, trade, social
classes, religion, rule of law).

7.5. Understand what scholars from multiple disciplines know about
agriculture and civilization and the information they can derive from
them using integrated perspective. (CO2, CO5, CO8); 7.6. Describe how
agrarian civilizations formed and analyse their key similarities and
differences. (CO3, CO4, CO5, CO7)

Analysis and use of sources: Identify the origin and purpose of
primary and secondary sources. Locate, compare, select, and use
information from a range of sources as evidence. Draw
conclusions about the usefulness of sources.

Perspectives and interpretations: Identify and describe points of
view, attitudes, and values in primary and secondary sources.

Explanation and communication: Develop texts, particularly
descriptions and explanations that use evidence from a range of
sources that are acknowledged; Use a range of communication
forms (oral, graphic, written) and digital technologies.

Note: Over the course of BHP, students look at the perspectives and beliefs of
people from various times in history (for example, during the first third of the
course students study the changing perspectives on such scientific principles
as the origin and history of the Universe, the theory of plate tectonics, and
evolution through natural selection. In Units 6 and 7: Lesson 6.3 Video: From
Foraging to Food Shopping. Lesson 7.1 Activity: DQ notebook. Lesson 7.2
Video: Introduction to History. Investigation 7: Was farming an improvement
over foraging?
Note: At a minimum, the Investigation writing in each unit requires the explicit
use of evidence from a range of sources to support claims. Using evidence
from a range of sources in texts: Lesson 7.0 Activity: Biography of a Crop.
Lesson 7.2 Activity: Were They Pushed or Did They Jump? Using a range of
communication forms: Lesson 6.0 Activity: Evolution Comic. Lesson 6.2
Activity: Culture and Collective Learning debate. Lesson 6.3 Activity: Hunter
Gatherer Menu. Activity: Human Migration Patterns. Lesson 7.1 Activity: Early
Civilization Museum Project.

Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Knowledge and Understanding

Big History Project Unit Goals

Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Skills

Big History Project Sample Content and Activities

Grade 8: The Ancient to the Modern World: 650 CE - 1750 CE

Unit 7: Agriculture and Civilization and Unit 8: Expansion and
Interconnection

Grade 8: The Ancient to the Modern World: 650 CE - 1750 CE

From Units 7 and 8: Note that these skills are developed across the year.

Chronology, terms and concepts: Sequence historical events,
developments, and periods; Use historical terms and concepts

Lesson 7.0 Video: Why Was Agriculture So Important? Reading: "What’s for
Dinner Tonight? Evidence of Early Agriculture – the First Farmers." Lesson 7.1
Activity: Comparing Civilizations. Reading: "The Origin of World Religions."
Lesson 7.2 Reading: "Recordkeeping and History." Lesson 8.0 Video: Crash
Course: The Modern Revolution. Activity: Causes of the Modern Revolution.
Lesson 8.1 Activity: Human Migration Patterns II. Lesson 8.2 Activity: Columbian
Exchange timeline. L esson 8.3 Reading: "The First Silk Roads." Using terms
and concepts: Concepts and terms are addressed in most readings and videos,
and in addition there are two vocabulary lessons in each unit that introduce and
define new terms used in that unit.

Overview Content (Note: the Depth Studies that occupy most of
the year follow the major goals of the Overview Content.)
Indicates areas where BHP needs to be augmented with local
materials.

The transformation of the Roman world and the spread of
Christianity and Islam.

1.1 Define thresholds of increasing complexity, origin stories, and
scale (CO1) 1.2 Understand that Big History is a modern, sciencebased origin story that draws on many types of knowledge. (CO2,
CO8) 1.2.2 Explain the features of origin stories that Big History
shares with traditional origin stories; 7.4 Describe how early
civilizations formed and their key features. (CO2, CO3, CO6) 7.6
Describe how agrarian civilizations formed and analyse their key
similarities and differences (CO3, CO4, CO5, CO7)

Historical questions and research: Identify a range of questions
about the past to inform a historical inquiry; Identify and locate
relevant sources, using ICT and other methods.

Addressing both these skill areas, beginning in Unit 6, students are introduced
to and begin working on their Little Big History project. Working in small
groups, students choose an item, material, process, or social construct. They
must investigate it and tell its story across three thresholds, at least one of
them non-human. Questions and inquiry: Lesson 7.2 Activity: The Rise, Fall,
and Collapse of Civilizations. Activity: Were They Pushed or Did They Jump?
Investigation 7: Was farming an improvement over foraging? Lesson 8.2
Activity: Columbian Exchange timeline. Lesson 8.3 Activity: Debate: Has the
Scientific Revolution Ended? In addition, students keep a Driving Question
(DQ) notebook across each unit, reflecting on and addressing the driving
questions for that unit. Locating sources: Lesson 7.0 Activity: Biography of a
Crop. Lesson 7.1 Early Civilization Museum Project. Lesson 8.1 Activity: Issues
of Colonization Mini Project. Lesson 8.3 Activity: Personal Supply Chain.
Activity: Debate: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended?

Key features of the medieval world (feudalism, trade routes,
voyages of discovery, contact, and conflict)

7.4. Describe how early civilizations formed and their key
features. (CO2, CO3, CO6) 7.5. Understand what scholars from
multiple disciplines know about agriculture and civilization and the
information they can derive from them using integrated
perspective. (CO2, CO5, CO8) 8.1. Analyse what propelled the
expansion and interconnection of agrarian civilizations. (CO2, CO3,
CO5) 8.2. Investigate the implications of interconnected societies
and regions by looking at spread of people, plants, animals,
disease, goods, and ideas. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7) 8.4. Describe the
changing characteristics of societies in the four world zones
before and after oceanic travel and the thickening of global
networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8)

Analysis and use of sources: Identify the origin and purpose of
primary and secondary sources; Locate, compare, select and use
information from a range of sources as evidence; Draw
conclusions about the usefulness of sources.

Note: The Little Big History project noted above addresses the analysis and use
of sources. In addition, the Investigation assignment in each unit requires
reading across and analysing given primary and secondary sources in making
an argument. Identifying the origin and purpose of sources: Lesson 7.1
Reading: "We’re Not in Kansas Anymore: The Emergence of Early Cities."
Lesson 8.1 Activity: World Travelers. Lesson 8.2 Reading: "Investigating the
Consequences of the Columbian Exchange." Lesson 8.3 Reading: "Lost on the
Silk Road." Using information from sources as evidence: Lesson 7.1 Activity:
Early Civilization Museum Project. Lesson 7.2 Investigation 7: Was farming an
improvement over foraging? Lesson 8.0 Activity: Causes of the Modern
Revolution. Lesson 8.1 Activity: Issues of Colonization Mini Project. Lesson 8.3
Activity: Personal Supply Chain. Investigation 8: How and why have our
reaction and our response to disease changed? The usefulness of sources:
Addressed in Little Big History project.

Perspectives and interpretations: Identify and describe points of
view, attitudes, and values in primary and secondary sources.

Note: Over the course of BHP, students look at the perspectives and beliefs of
people from various times in history (for example, during the first third of the
course students study the changing perspectives on such scientific principles
as the origin and history of the universe, the theory of plate tectonics, and
evolution through natural selection. In Units 7 and 8: Lesson 7.1 Activity: DQ
notebook. Lesson 7.2 Video: Introduction to History. Investigation 7: Was
farming an improvement over foraging? Lesson 8.2 Reading: "When Humans
Became Inhumane: The Atlantic Slave Trade." Lesson 8.3 Video: Howard – The
History of Money. Reading: Anita Ravi, “She Blinded Me with Science."
Investigation 8: How and why have our reaction and our response to disease
changed?
Note: at a minimum, the Investigation writing in each unit requires the explicit

The emergence of ideas about the world and the place of
8.2. Investigate the implications of interconnected societies and
people in it by the end of the period (such as the Renaissance, regions by looking at spread of people, plants, animals, disease,
the Scientific Revolution, and the Enlightenment).
goods, and ideas. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7) 8.3. Explain how new
networks of exchange accelerated collective learning and
innovation. (CO1, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 8.4. Describe the changing
characteristics of societies in the four world zones before and
after oceanic travel and the thickening of global networks. (CO2,
CO3, CO5, CO8)

Explanation and communication: Develop texts, particularly
descriptions and explanations that use evidence from a range of
sources that are acknowledged. Use a range of communication
forms (oral, graphic, written) and digital technologies.

use of evidence from a range of sources to support claims. Using evidence
from a range of sources in texts: Lesson 7.0 Activity: Biography of a Crop.
Lesson 7.2 Activity: Were They Pushed or Did They Jump? Lesson 8.1 Activity:
Issues of Colonization Mini Project. Lesson 8.3 Activity: Personal Supply
Chain. Activity: Debate: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended? Using a range of
communication forms: Lesson 7.1 Activity: Early Civilization Museum Project.
Lesson 8.0 Activity: World Zone Game. Lesson 8.2 Activity: Columbian
Exchange timeline. Activity: Columbian Exchange Infographic.

Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Knowledge and Understanding

Big History Project Unit Goals

Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Skills

Big History Project Sample Content and Activities

Grade 9: The Making of the Modern World, 1750-1918

Unit 8: Expansion and Interconnection and Unit 9: Acceleration

Grade 9: The Making of the Modern World, 1750-1918

From Units 8 and 9: Note that these skills are developed across the year.

Overview Content (Note: the Depth Studies that occupy most of
the year follow the major goals of the Overview Content.)
Indicates areas where BHP needs to be augmented with local
materials.

Chronology, terms, and concepts: Use chronological sequencing to Lesson 8.0: Timeline: Expansion and Interconnection. Lesson 8.1 Activity:
demonstrate the relationship between events and developments in Human Migration Patterns II. Lesson 8.2 Activity: Columbian Exchange timeline.
Lesson 8.3 video: Systems of Exchange and Trade. Lesson 9.0 Opening:
different periods and places. Use historical terms and concepts.
Periodizing Big History; Timeline, Activity: A Day in the Life; Closing: How
Would You Periodize Human History? ( Note: this collection of activities in
Lesson 9.0 marks the closing of a focus on periodization that began in Unit 1 ).
Lesson 9.2 Activity: Graphing Population Growth. Lesson 9.5 Activity: Rights
and Resistance Timeline. Concepts and terms are addressed in most readings

and videos, and in addition there are two vocabulary lessons in each unit that
introduce and define new terms used in that unit.

8.3. Explain how new networks of exchange accelerated collective
The nature and significance of the Industrial Revolution and
how it affected living and working conditions, including within learning and innovation. (CO1, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 8.4. Describe
the changing characteristics of societies in the four world zones
Australia
before and after oceanic travel and the thickening of global
networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8) 9.3. Describe the acceleration in
world population, technology, science, communication, and
transportation. Explain how they have benefited and threatened
humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO7, CO8) 9.6. Analyse the
causes and consequences of shifts in world population, including
the impact of industrialism and commerce. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6,
CO8)

Historical questions and research: Identify and select different
kinds of questions about the past to inform historical inquiry.
Evaluate and enhance these questions. Identify and locate relevant
sources using ICT and other methods.

Big History Project scaffolds students into raising and addressing questions
over the course of the year. During the opening units, students mainly write on
questions raised in assignments, such as the Investigation assignments in each
unit. However, beginning in Unit 6, students are introduced to and begin
working on their Little Big History projects. Working in small groups, students
choose an item, material, process, or social construct. They must investigate it
and tell its story across three thresholds, at least one of them non-human. At
the end, they produce a group paper, individual papers, and a group
presentation. Also, in the first part of the course, students write on sources
they are given. The following activities in Units 8 and 9 provide opportunities
for students to find their own sources using ICT and other methods: Lesson 8.1
Activity: Issues of Colonization Mini Project. Lesson 8.3 Activity: Personal
Supply Chain. Lesson 8.3 Debate: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended? Lesson
9.1 Debate: Is Change Accelerating? Lesson 9.2 Activity: The Impact of
Population Growth. Lesson 9.6 Activity: Understanding the Causes of World
War I. Lesson 9.9 Activity: Elsewhere’s Energy.

The nature and extent of the movement of peoples in the
period (slaves, convicts, and settlers)

8.2. Investigate the implications of interconnected societies and
regions by looking at spread of people, plants, animals, disease,
goods, and ideas. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7) 8.3. Explain how new
networks of exchange accelerated collective learning and
innovation. (CO1, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 8.4. Describe the changing
characteristics of societies in the four world zones before and
after oceanic travel and the thickening of global networks. (CO2,
CO3, CO5, CO8) 9.6. Analyse the causes and consequences of
shifts in world population, including the impact of industrialism and
commerce. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)

Analysis and use of sources: Identify the origin, purpose, and
context of primary and secondary sources. Process and synthesise
information from a range of sources for use as evidence in a
historical argument. Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of
primary and secondary sources.

Students use primary and secondary sources throughout the BHP curriculum.
Students work to synthesise and use primary and secondary sources on a
regular basis, most particularly in the Investigations for each unit: the Unit 8
Investigation addresses "How and why have our reaction and our response to
disease changed?" as students compare responses to the outbreaks of plague
in Europe in the fourteenth and nineteenth centuries. The Unit 9 Investigation
asks, "To what extent has the Modern Revolution been a positive or negative
force?" after considering data related to various aspects of modern life.
Evaluating the reliability and usefulness of resources is done from Unit 2 until
the end using the Claim Testers (intuition, authority, logic, and evidence).
These appear on research guides throughout the year.

The extent of European imperial expansion and different
responses, including in the Asian region.

8.4. Describe the changing characteristics of societies in the four
world zones before and after oceanic travel and the thickening of
global networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8) 9.3. Describe the
acceleration in world population, technology, science,
communication, and transportation. Explain how they have
benefited and threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO7,
CO8) 9.7. Analyse the causes, characteristics, and long-term
consequences of World War I, the Great Depression and World War
II. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)

Perspectives and interpretations: Identify and analyse the
perspectives of people from the past. Identify and analyse
different historical interpretations (including their own).

Over the course of BHP, students look at the perspectives and beliefs of
people from various times in history (for example, in the Unit 8 Investigation,
students learn about how plague was experienced and interpreted in the
fourteenth and nineteenth centuries). Other readings, videos, and activities in
Units 8 and 9: Lesson 8.2 Reading: "When Humans Became Inhumane: The
Atlantic Slave Trade." Lesson 8.3 Reading: "Lost on the Silk Road." Reading:
Anita Ravi, “She Blinded Me with Science.” Lesson 9.1 Video: How Did Change
Accelerate? Lesson 9.3 Reading: “Smith, Marx, and Keynes.” Lesson 9.5
Reading: "Imperialism and Resistance Shape the Modern World, 1850-1914."
Activity: Rights and Resistance Timeline. Opportunities to consider different
historical interpretations come in the periodic debate opportunities, and in
constructing some of the written arguments for assignments in the course.
Examples include Lesson 8.3 Debate: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended?
Lesson 9.1 Debate: Is Change Accelerating? Investigation 9: To what extent has
the Modern Revolution been a positive or negative force? Lesson 9.7 Activity:
Comparing Rights Documents.

Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Knowledge and Understanding

Big History Project Unit Goals

Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Skills

Big History Project Sample Content and Activities

The emergence and nature of significant economic, social, and 8.2. Investigate the implications of interconnected societies and
regions by looking at spread of people, plants, animals, disease,
political ideas in the period, including nationalism.
goods, and ideas. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7) 8.6. Analyse a complex
historical event through the lens of causality. (C03, C05) 9.1.
Describe accelerating global change and the factors that
contribute to it. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 9.7. Analyse the causes,
characteristics, and long-term consequences of World War I, the
Great Depression and World War II. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)

Explanation and communication: Develop texts, particularly
descriptions and discussions that use evidence from a range of
sources that are referenced. Select and use a range of
communication forms (oral, graphic, written) and digital
technologies.

Both of these skills are developed over the course of the BHP year. The
writing aspect of BHP has always been a strong strand, but in the 2017 version,
it is better integrated throughout the course. The unit outcomes now include
writing outcomes. Explicit teaching of historical writing and how to evaluate it
using the BHP Writing Rubric has been added. Beginning in Unit 1,
immediately preceding all Investigations are writing activities in which
students analyse BHP student writing samples, using the BHP Writing Rubric.
By doing this, students gain an understanding of course writing expectations.
By Units 8 and 9, students are evaluating their own writing using the course
rubric. In addition, students work in a range of writing and presentation modes
across the year, including public speaking, infographics, timelines, mapping
events and movements, using PowerPoint presentations, and creating museum
displays, for example. There is a presentation rubric as well as a writing rubric.

Grade 10: The Modern World and Australia: 1918-present

Grade 10: The Modern World and Australia: 1918-present

From Units 9 and 10: Note that these skills are developed across the year.

Unit 9: Acceleration and Unit 10: The Future

Overview Content (Note: the Depth Studies that occupy most of
the year follow the major goals of the Overview Content.)
Indicates areas where BHP needs to be augmented with local
materials.

The years between World War I and World War II, including the 9.1. Describe accelerating global change and the factors that
Treaty of Versailles, the Roaring Twenties, and the Great
contribute to it. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 9.3. Describe the
Depression.
acceleration in world population, technology, science,
communication, and transportation. Explain how they have
benefited and threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO7,
CO8) 9.7. Analyse the causes, characteristics, and long-term
consequences of World War I, the Great Depression and World War
II. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)

The causes, events, outcomes, and broader impact of World
War II as an episode in world history, and the nature of
Australia’s involvement.

9.3. Describe the acceleration in world population, technology,
science, communication, and transportation. Explain how they have
benefited and threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO7,
CO8) 9.6. Analyse the causes and consequences of shifts in world
population, including the impact of industrialism and commerce.
(CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 9.7. Analyse the causes,
characteristics, and long-term consequences of World War I, the
Great Depression and World War II. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)

Chronology, terms, and concepts: Use chronological sequencing to Lesson 9.0 Activity Periodizing Big History Timeline. Activity: A Day in the Life.
demonstrate the relationship between events and developments in Activity How Would You Periodize Human History? (Note: this collection of
different periods and places. Use historical terms and concepts.
activities in Lesson 9.0 marks the closing of a focus on periodization that began
in Unit 1). Lesson 9.2 Activity: Graphing Population Growth. Lesson 9.5 Activity:
Rights and Resistance Timeline. Lesson 10.0 Activity: Timeline Review.
Activity: Scale. Lesson 10.1 Activity: Visions of the Future. Lesson 10.2 Activity:
My Timeline Redux. Video: Crash Course: The Deep Future. Terms and
concepts: Concepts and terms are addressed in most readings and videos, and
in addition there are two vocabulary lessons in each unit that introduce and
define
new
terms
used
in thatdescribed
unit.
Historical questions and research: Identify and select different
The Little
Big
History
project,
above, addresses this set of skills.

kinds of questions about the past to inform historical inquiry.
Other resources and activities in Units 9 and 10 that build these skills -- Identify
Evaluate and enhance these questions. Identify and locate relevant and select questions: Lesson 9.2 Activity: The Impact of Population Growth.
Lesson 9.9 Activity: Elsewhere’s Energy. Lesson 10.1 Activity: Visions of the
sources using ICT and other methods.
Future. Lesson 10.2 Activity: The Future of Our Planet. Evaluating and
enhancing questions: Lesson 9.1 Activity: Debate: Is Change Accelerating?
Lesson 9.6 Activity: Understanding the Causes of World War I. Lesson 9.7
Activity: Comparing Most Populous Cities by Century, 1500 to Present. Identify
and locate sources: Lesson 9.1 Debate: Is Change Accelerating? Lesson 9.2
Activity: The Impact of Population Growth. Lesson 9.4 Activity: What Role Did
Industrialism Play in Creating the Modern World?
Analysis and use of sources: Identify the origin, purpose, and
context of primary and secondary sources. Process and synthesise
information from a range of sources for use as evidence in a
historical argument. Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of
primary and secondary sources.

Students use primary and secondary sources throughout the BHP curriculum.
Students gain practice in the skills indicated in Analysis and Use of Sources.
Students work to synthesise and use primary and secondary sources on a
regular basis, most particularly in the Investigations for each unit: the Unit 9
Investigation asks, "To what extent has the Modern Revolution been a positive
or negative force?" after considering data related to various aspects of modern
life. Evaluating the reliability and usefulness of resources is done from Unit 2
until the end using the claim testers (intuition, authority, logic, and evidence).
These appear on research guides throughout the year.

Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Knowledge and Understanding

Big History Project Unit Goals

Australian Curriculum History Goals:
Historical Skills

Big History Project Sample Content and Activities

Continuing efforts post-World War II to achieve lasting peace 9.7 Analyse the causes, characteristics, and long-term consequences of
and security in the world, including Australia‘s involvement in World War I, the Great Depression and World War II. (CO3, CO5, CO6,
CO8)
UN peacekeeping

Perspectives and interpretations: Identify and analyse the
perspectives of people from the past. Identify and analyse
different historical interpretations (including their own).

Over the course of BHP, students look at the perspectives and beliefs of
people from various times in history (for example, in the Unit 8 Investigation
students learn how plague was experienced and interpreted in the fourteenth
and nineteenth centuries). Other readings, videos, and activities in Units 9 and
10: Lesson 9.1 Video: How Did Change Accelerate? Lesson 9.3 Reading:
“Smith, Marx, and Keynes.” Lesson 9.5 Reading: "Imperialism and Resistance
Shape the Modern World, 1850-1914." Activity: Rights and Resistance Timeline.
Lesson 10.1 Video: Crash Course World History: Globalization II. Lesson 10.2
Video: A Big History of Everything – H2 . Opportunities to consider different
historical interpretations come in the periodic debate opportunities, and in
constructing some of the written arguments for assignments in the course.
Examples include Lesson 9.1 Debate: Is Change Accelerating? Investigation 9:
To what extent has the Modern Revolution been a positive or negative force?
Lesson 9.7 Activity: Comparing Rights Documents. Lesson 9.8 Activity:
Students debate the choice between private enterprise vs. government-control
of space programs.

The major movements for rights and freedom in the world and 9.4 Explain the changes in the use, distribution, and importance of
the achievement of independence by former colonies.
natural resources on human life. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7, CO8) 9.6
Analyse the causes and consequences of shifts in world
population, including the impact of industrialism and commerce.
(CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 9.7 Analyse the causes,
characteristics, and long-term consequences of World War I, the
Great Depression, and World War II. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8).

Explanation and communication: Develop texts, particularly
descriptions and discussions that use evidence from a range of
sources that are referenced. Select and use a range of
communication forms (oral, graphic, written) and digital
technologies.

Both of these skills are developed over the course of the BHP year. The
writing aspect of BHP has always been a strong strand, but in the 2017 version,
it is better integrated throughout the course. Students are scaffolded by having
them first use evidence given them in an assignment (such as the
"Investigation Libraries" that are part of each unit's Investigation) to projects
where students are expected to locate and reference sources on their own:
Lesson 9.1 Activity: Debate: Is Change Accelerating? Lesson 9.2 Activity: The
Impact of Population Growth. Lesson 9.4 Activity: What Role Did Industrialism
Play in Creating the Modern World? Using a range of forms: Students work in a
range of writing and presentation modes across the year, including public
speaking, infographics and timelines, mapping events and movements, using
PowerPoint presentations, and creating museum displays: Lesson 9.5 Activity:
Rights and Resistance Timeline. Lesson 9.6 Activity: Mapping the World: 1914,
1945, 1985, Today. Lesson 9.9 Activity: Elsewhere’s Energy.

9.6.1 Be able to explain the causes and consequences of World War I,
World War II, and the Great Depression. 9.7.2 Explain how nationalism,
revolutions, and sovereignty have led to political changes and human
rights movements around the world. 10.2 Identify important human and
environmental issues that affect the future of our species and the
biosphere (CO2, CO3, CO4, CO6, CO7, CO8) 10.3 Propose a vision of the
future based on new understandings of the past. (CO4, CO6, CO7, CO8)

The nature of the Cold War and Australia‘s involvement in
Cold War and post-Cold War conflicts (Korea, Vietnam, the
Gulf Wars, Afghanistan), including the rising influence of
Asian nations since the end of the Cold War.

9.7.1 Understand ane be able to use demography as an analytical tool
for understanding history. 9.7.2 Explain how nationalism, revolutions,
and sovereignty have led to political changes and human rights
movements around the world. 9.8.3 Consider the social and political
consequences of a concerted effort on Earth to colonize another planet.
Activity: Comparing Most Populous Cities by Century, 1500 to Present.
Activity: Democratic and Independent States Timeline. Video: TED-Ed:
Who Won the Space Race?
Article: "Which Way to Space?"

Developments in technology, public health, longevity, and
standard of living during the twentieth century, and concern
for the environment and sustainability.

9.1. Describe accelerating global change and the factors that
contribute to it. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 9.2. Understand the key
features that define the Anthropocene. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO7,
CO8) 9.3. Describe the acceleration in world population,
technology, science, communication, and transportation. Explain
how they have benefited and threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5,
CO6, CO7, CO8) 9.4. Explain the changes in the use, distribution,
and importance of natural resources on human life. (CO2, CO3,
CO5, CO7, CO8) 9.6. Analyse the causes and consequences of
shifts in world population, including the impact of industrialism and
commerce. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 10.2. Identify important
human and environmental issues that affect the future of our
species and the biosphere. (CO2, CO3, CO4, CO6, CO7, CO8).

Australia Year 9 Standards BHP Curriculum Map
Australian Year 9 Content Standards:
The Making of the Modern World, 1750-1918

Australian Year 9 Content Standards:
The Making of the Modern World, 1750-1918

BHP Unit Goals: Unit 8 (Expansion and
Interconnection) and Unit 9 (Acceleration)

BHP Content and Activities for Units 8 and 9

Overview Content (Note: the following Depth Studies that
Depth Studies for each Overview goal. Indicates areas where
occupy most of the year follow the major goals of the
BHP needs to be augmented with local materials.
Overview Content). Indicates areas where BHP needs to be
augmented with local materials.
The nature and significance of the Industrial Revolution and Depth Study I: Making a Better World (choose one of three).
Students investigate in depth how life changed in the period
how it affected living and working conditions, including
through the study of ONE of these major developments: the
within Australia.
Industrial Revolution or Progressive Ideas and Movements
or Movement of Peoples. The study includes the causes and
effects of the development, and the Australian experience. In
most cases, connections to the Australian experience will
need to be added.

8.3. Explain how new networks of exchange accelerated
collective learning and innovation. (CO1, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)
8.4. Describe the changing characteristics of societies in the
four world zones before and after oceanic travel and the
thickening of global networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8) 9.3.
Describe the acceleration in world population, technology,
science, communication, and transportation. Explain how they
have benefited and threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5,
CO6, CO7, CO8) 9.6. Analyze the causes and consequences of
shifts in world population, including the impact of industrialism
and commerce. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8);

Lesson 8.0 Video: Crash Course: The Modern Revolution.
Activity: Causes of the Modern Revolution. Lesson 8.3 Video:
Howard – The History of Money. Activity: Personal Supply Chain.
Lesson 9.1 Video: Crash Course: The Industrial Revolution.
Reading: "The Industrial Revolution." Reading: "Acceleration."
Lesson 9.2 Reading: "The Anthropocene." Lesson 9.3:
Investigation 9: To what extent has the Modern Revolution been a
positive or negative force? Lesson 9.4 Video: How Was the
Modern World Created? Activity: What Role Did Industrialism Play
in Creating the Modern World?

8.3. Explain how new networks of exchange accelerated
collective learning and innovation. (CO1, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)
8.4. Describe the changing characteristics of societies in the
four world zones before and after oceanic travel and the
thickening of global networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8) 9.3.
Describe the acceleration in world population, technology,
science, communication, and transportation. Explain how they
have benefited and threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5,
CO6, CO7, CO8) 9.6. Analyze the causes and consequences of
shifts in world population, including the impact of industrialism
and commerce. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)

Lesson 8.0 Video: Crash Course: The Modern Revolution.
Activity: Causes of the Modern Revolution. Lesson 8.1 Activity:
Issues of Colonization Mini Project . Lesson 8.3 Video: Howard
– The History of Money. Reading: “One Lump or Two? The
Development of a Global Economy." Video: Systems of
Exchange and Trade. Activity: Personal Supply Chain. Lesson 9.1
Video: Crash Course: The Industrial Revolution. Reading: "The
Industrial Revolution. "Reading: "Acceleration." Lesson 9.2
Reading: "The Anthropocene." Activity: Graphing Population
Growth. Lesson 9.3: Reading: “Smith, Marx, and Keynes."
Investigation 9: To what extent has the Modern Revolution been a
positive or negative force? Lesson 9.4 Video: How Was the
Modern World Created? Activity: What Role Did Industrialism
Play in Creating the Modern World? Lesson 9.5 Reading:
"Imperialism and Resistance Shape the Modern World, 18501914."

Progressive Ideas and Movements, 1750-1914. Note: BHP does 5.4. Use evidence to explain adaptation and evolution,
not include history of progressive movements or their
including Darwin’s theory of natural selection and DNA. (CO4,
consequences in Australia, nor in Asia, except for India.
CO5, CO6) 8.2. Investigate the implications of interconnected
societies and regions by looking at spread of people, plants,
animals, disease, goods, and ideas. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7) 8.6.
Analyze a complex historical event through the lens of
causality. (C03, C05) 9.1. Describe accelerating global change
and the factors that contribute to it. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 9.1.
Analyze the causes, characteristics, and long-term
consequences of World War I, the Great Depression, and World
War II. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)

Lesson 5.3 (Note: this lesson includes not only an explanation of
Darwin's theory of evolution through natural selection, but covers
in detail the subsequent history of evolutionary theory, providing
a case history of the development of an idea) Reading and
gallery: "Voyage of the Beagle." Reading: "Darwin, Evolution, and
Faith." Reading: "Crick, Watson, and Franklin." Investigation 5:
How and why do theories evolve? Lesson 9.3 Reading: “Smith,
Marx, and Keynes." Lesson 9.5 Activity: Forming the Concept of
Nationalism. Reading: "You Say You Want a Revolution: Political
Change on Both Sides of the Atlantic." Reading: "Imperialism
and Resistance Shape the Modern World, 1850-1914." Activity:
Rights and Resistance Timeline. Lesson 9.7 Reading: "And Then
Gandhi Came: Nationalism, Revolution, and Sovereignty." Activity:
Comparing Rights Documents. Activity: Democratic and
Independent States Timeline.

The Industrial Revolution, 1750-1914. Note: BHP includes video,
readings, and activities related to conditions leading to the
Industrial Revolution, its history, and its consequences.
However, Australian teachers with materials related to
Australia's participation in industrialization.

Australian Year 9 Content Standards:
The Making of the Modern World, 1750-1918

Australian Year 9 Content Standards:
The Making of the Modern World, 1750-1918

BHP Unit Goals: Unit 8 (Expansion and
Interconnection) and Unit 9 (Acceleration)

The nature and extent of the movement of peoples in the
period (slaves, convicts, and settlers).

The Movement of Peoples (1750-1901) Note: Beginning with the
history of early humans, BHP attends to the movement of
peoples around the globe, focusing particularly on the impact
of making connections between and among diverse people on
innovation, trade, agriculture, technology, and health. In
particular, students work with timelines and maps to follow
the human diaspora around the globe.

8.2. Investigate the implications of interconnected societies
and regions by looking at spread of people, plants, animals,
disease, goods, and ideas. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7) 8.4. Describe
the changing characteristics of societies in the four world
zones before and after oceanic travel and the thickening of
global networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8) 9.6. Analyze the
causes and consequences of shifts in world population,
including the impact of industrialism and commerce. (CO2,
CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)

Lesson 6.3 Activity: Human Migration Patterns (ancient
humans). Lesson 7.2 Video: Crash Course: Migrations and
Intensifications . Lesson 8.0 Video: Why Did Civilization
Expand? Lesson 8.1 Activity: Human Migration Patterns II.
Lesson 8.2 Reading: "Investigating the Consequences of the
Columbian Exchange." Reading: "When Humans Became
Inhumane: The Atlantic Slave Trade." Activity: Columbian
Exchange Timeline. Lesson 8.3 Video: S ystems of Exchange
and Trade. Lesson 9.1 Video: How Did Change Accelerate?
Lesson 9.2 Reading: "The Anthropocene." Activity: Graphing
Population Growth. Activity: The Impact of Population
Growth. Lesson 9.7 Activity: Comparing Most Populous
Cities by Century, 1500 to Present.

The extent of European imperial expansion and different
responses, including in the Asian region.

Depth Study 2: Australia and Asia. Students investigate in
depth the history of Australia OR an Asian society in the period
1750 – 1918.
6.4. Explain collective learning. (CO1, CO3) 6.6. Show early
human migration on a map. (CO3, CO4, CO7). 7.4. Describe
how early civilizations formed and their key features. (CO2,
CO3, CO6) 7.6. Describe how agrarian civilizations formed
and analyse their key similarities and differences. (CO3, CO4,
CO5, CO7) 8.2. Investigate the implications of interconnected
societies and regions by looking at spread of people, plants,
animals, disease, goods, and ideas. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7) 8.3.
Explain how new networks of exchange accelerated collective
learning and innovation. (CO1, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 8.4.
Describe the changing characteristics of societies in the four
world zones before and after oceanic travel and the thickening
of global networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8) 9.1. Describe
accelerating global change and the factors that contribute to
it. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 9.3. Describe the acceleration in
world population, technology, science, communication, and
transportation. Explain how they have benefited and
threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO7, CO8)

Lesson 7.1 Activity: Comparing Civilizations. Reading: "The
Origin of World Religions." Activity: Early Civilization Museum
Project. Lesson 7.2 Activity: The Rise, Fall, and Collapse of
Civilizations. Lesson 8.0 Video: Why Did Civilization Expand?
Reading: "The Four World Zones." Lesson 8.1 Activity: World
Travelers; Reading: "China: The First Great Divergence." Activity:
An Age of Adventure. Activity: Explorers Mini Project. Lesson 8.2
Reading: “One Lump or Two? The Development of a Global
Economy." Video: Systems of Exchange and Trade. Reading:
"The First Silk Roads." Reading: "Lost on the Silk Road." L esson
9.0 Video: Threshold 8: The Modern Revolution. Lesson 9.1
Reading: "The Industrial Revolution." Lesson 9.5 Activity:
Forming the Concept of Nationalism. Reading: "Imperialism and
Resistance Shape the Modern World, 1850-1914." Lesson 9.7
Reading: "And Then Gandhi Came: Nationalism, Revolution, and
Sovereignty. Activity: Comparing Rights Documents.

Asia and the World. Note: Most of the BHP materials relating to
Asia either refer to events and movements before this period
for example, China's first great divergence in the tenth and
eleventh centuries, or the impact of Silk Roads trade routes on
making connections between world zones), or after (for
example, India's struggle for independence in the mid-twentieth
century). These resources are listed to the right, but teachers
will need to supplement with relevant resources relating to the
period.

Making a Nation. BHP Material focuses on developing an
understanding of human migration as a whole. The change and
growth of economies and civilizations provides a backdrop for
teachers to then augment with Australia-specific materials
needed for completion of this Depth project.

BHP Content and Activities for Units 8 and 9

Australian Year 9 Content Standards:
The Making of the Modern World, 1750-1918

Australian Year 9 Content Standards:
The Making of the Modern World, 1750-1918

BHP Unit Goals: Unit 8 (Expansion and
Interconnection) and Unit 9 (Acceleration)

The emergence and nature of significant economic, social,
and political ideas in the period, including nationalism.

Depth Study 3: World War I. Students investigate key aspects
of World War I and the Australian experience of the war ,
including the nature and significance of the war in world and
Australian history.

8.2. Investigate the implications of interconnected societies
and regions by looking at spread of people, plants, animals,
disease, goods, and ideas. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7) 8.3. Explain
how new networks of exchange accelerated collective
learning and innovation. (CO1, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 9.1.
Describe accelerating global change and the factors that
contribute to it. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 9.7. Analyze the
causes, characteristics, and long-term consequences of World
War I, the Great Depression, and World War II. (CO3, CO5,
CO6, CO8)

Lesson 8.0 Video: Crash Course: The Modern Revolution.
Activity: Causes of the Modern Revolution. L esson 8.2 Reading:
"When Humans Became Inhumane: The Atlantic Slave Trade."
Lesson 8.3 Reading: Anita Ravi, “She Blinded Me with Science."
Activity: Debate: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended? Lesson 9.3
Reading: “Smith, Marx, and Keynes." Lesson 9.4 Video: Crash
Course World History: Globalization I. Lesson 9.5 Activity:
Forming the Concept of Nationalism. Reading: "You Say You
Want a Revolution: Political Change on Both Sides of the
Atlantic." Reading: "Imperialism and Resistance Shape the
Modern World, 1850-1914." Activity: Rights and Resistance
Timeline. Lesson 9.7 Reading: And Then Gandhi Came:
Nationalism, Revolution, and Sovereignty. Activity: Comparing
Rights Documents. Activity: Democratic and Independent States
Timeline.

World War I. BHP prepares students to carry out this Depth
study by presenting the global context in which the War started
and its global consequences. In Lesson 9.6, students
investigate the causes and consequences of WWI in a general
sense. These materials create the backdrop for teachers to
then supplement with materials that address Australia's
contribution to the war, and the war's specific impact on
Australia.

8.6. Analyze a complex historical event through the lens of
causality. (CO3, CO5) 9.3. Describe the acceleration in world
population, technology, science, communication, and
transportation. Explain how they have benefited and
threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO7, CO8) 9.7.
Analyze the causes, characteristics, and long-term
consequences of World War I, the Great Depression, and World
War II. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8)

Lesson 9.2 Video: How Did Change Accelerate? Lesson 9.5
Activity: Forming the Concept of Nationalism. Video: C rash
Course – Imperialism. Reading: "Imperialism and Resistance
Shape the Modern World, 1850-1914." Lesson 9.6 Reading:
"Crisis and Conflict on the Global Stage." Activity: Understanding
the Causes of World War I. Video: Crash Course World History:
Archdukes, Cynicism, and World War I. Reading: "A Birds-Eye
View: Acceleration and Global Chaos in the Early 20th Century."
Activity: Mapping the World: 1914, 1945, 1985, Today. Lesson 9.7
Activity: Comparing Most Populous Cities by Century, 1500 to
Present.

BHP Content and Activities for Units 8 and 9

Australia Year 9 History Skills BHP Curriculum Map
Australia Year 9 History Skills

Relevant BHP Unit Outcomes

BHP Activities for Building History Skills

Grade 9: The Making of the Modern
World, 1750-1918

Note: On this page we map the unit goals and lesson activities that enable students to build 9th-10th-grade history skills over the entire BHP year curriculum. "CO" indicates a course outcome, as listed in
the " BHP Course Teaching Guide," pages 7-8.

Chronology, terms and concepts:
Use chronological sequencing to
demonstrate the relationship between
events and developments in different
periods and places.

Note: Thinking across scales is one of the essential skills taught through BHP. Students have a
number of opportunities to think critically about how historians use time. Related unit outcomes: 1.1:
Define thresholds of increasing complexity, origin stories, and scale. (CO1) 1.5: Learn to use
timelines as a way to compare the scale of personal and historic events. (CO1, CO7) 3.6: Understand
how to use and apply the concept of periodization. (CO2, CO3, CO4) 6.1: Describe human evolution,
using evidence and connection to other species of mammals. (CO3, CO4, CO5) 8.4: Describe the
changing characteristics of societies in the four world zones before and after oceanic travel and the
thickening of global networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8) 9.3: Describe the acceleration in world
population, technology, science, communication, and transportation. Explain how they have
benefited and threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO7, CO8) 10.1: Explain the Big History
story and its defining features and patterns. (CO1, CO2, CO3, CO4, CO7, CO8)

Lesson 1.0 Video: Crash Course: The Big Bang. L esson 1.1 Activity: Big History on a Football Field.
Activity: Timelines and Scale. Lesson 1.3 Investigation 1: Why do we look at things from far away and
close up? Lesson 1.4 Video: How Old Is the Earth? Lesson 2.0 Reading: "Complexity and Thresholds."
Lesson 2.1 Activity: Changing Views Timeline .(Note: this is the first of a series of timeline activities
wherein students add thinkers and events to the timeline they start in this lesson.) Lesson 3.2 Activity:
Timelines and Periodization. Lesson 3.4 Video: How Do We Know How Old the Sun Is? Lesson 4.2
Activity: Biography of a Continent. L esson 4.3 Video: Introduction to the Geologic Time Chart.
Activity: Was There Science Before the Scientific Revolution? Timeline. Lesson 5.1 Video: MiniThresholds of Life. Activity: Are These the Right Mini-Thresholds of Life? Lesson 7.0 Video: Why
Was Agriculture So Important? Lesson 7.1 Reading: "Agrarian Civilizations – Introduction." Activity:
Comparing Civilizations. Lesson 7.3 Activity: The Rise, Fall, and Collapse of Civilizations. Lesson 8.0
Reading: "The Four World Zones." Lesson 8.1 Reading: "China: The First Great Divergence." Lesson
8.2 Activity: Columbian Exchange Timeline. Lesson 9.0 Activity: Periodizing Big History. Activity: A
Day in the Life. Activity: How Would You Periodize Human History? Lesson 9.1 Video: How Did
Change Accelerate? Activity: Debate: Is Change Accelerating? Lesson 9.2 Video: Crash Course: The
Anthropocene and the Near Future. Activity: Graphing Population Growth. Lesson 9.5 Activity: Rights
and Resistance Timeline. Lesson 9.6 Activity: Mapping the World: 1914, 1945, 1985, Today. Lesson 9.7
Activity: Comparing Most Populous Cities by Century, 1500 to Present. Activity: Democratic and
Independent States Timeline. Lesson 10.0 Activity: Timeline Review. Activity: Scale. Lesson 10.1
Activity: Visions of the Future. Lesson 10.2 Activity: My Timeline Redux. Reading: "Complexity and the
Future." Video: C rash Course: The Deep Future.

Use historical terms and concepts.

As part of the focus on developing not only historical knowledge, but writing skills, BHP explicitly
focuses on learning the language of history. Concepts such as periodization, thresholds, and
causality are introduced, defined, and then students work with them to deepen their understanding.
The readings, videos, and activities in every lesson use disciplinary vocabulary deliberately. In
addition, each unit includes two vocabulary lessons, developed by Text Genome (see "BHP Course
Teaching Guide," p. 31). Relevant Unit Outcomes: 1.1. Define thresholds of increasing complexity,
origin stories, and scale. (CO1) 1.4. Understand what disciplines are and consider how the
viewpoints of many different scholars can be integrated for a better understanding of a topic. (CO2,
CO8) 2.1. Explain the basics of the Big Bang theory and the primary evidence that supports this
theory. (CO1, CO3, CO6) 3.6. Understand how to use and apply the concept of periodization. (CO2,
CO3, CO4) 3.7. Identify various types of causes and consequences, including short-term, long-term,
and triggering events. (CO1) 4.4. Define geology, the types of questions geologists ask, and the
tools they use to answer those questions. (CO3, CO5, CO8) 5.3. Describe the major events in the
development of life on Earth and explain what is meant by the term biosphere. (CO3, CO5; 6.4.
Explain collective learning. (CO1, CO3) 7.1. Define agriculture and describe where it emerged. (CO3,
CO5) 7.2. Identify the features of agrarian civilizations. (CO3, CO5) 8.4. Describe the changing
characteristics of societies in the four world zones before and after oceanic travel and the
thickening of global networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8) 9.2. Understand the key features that define
the Anthropocene. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6, CO7, CO8) 10.1. Explain the Big History story and its
defining features and patterns. (CO1, CO2, CO3, CO4, CO7, CO8)

Each unit contains two vocabulary lessons from Text Genome. The first one, one of the unit's early
lessons, introduces some key vocabulary used in the unit, and has students engage with the terms
through matching and fill-in-the-blank. The second one, mid-unit, opens up each term by placing it in
a semantic network of related terms, and elaborating on its morphology by introducing different forms
of the word. Other sample activities that develop facility with historical terms and concepts: Lesson 1.1
Video: To Scale: The Solar System. Lesson 1.2 Video: How Do We Know What to Believe? Lesson 2.0
Reading: "Complexity and Thresholds." Activity: Claim Testing – The Big Bang. Lesson 3.2 Video:
Ways of Knowing: Intro to Chemistry . Lesson 4.3 Video: Introduction to the Geologic Time Chart.
Lesson 5.3 Video: Codes . Lesson 7.1 Reading: "Agrarian Civilizations – Introduction." Activity:
Comparing Civilizations. Lesson 8.3 Activity: Debate: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended? Lesson 9.2
Reading: "The Anthropocene." Lesson 9.6 Reading: "Crisis and Conflict on the Global Stage."

Australia Year 9 History Skills

Relevant BHP Unit Outcomes

BHP Activities for Building History Skills

Historical questions and research:
Identify and select different kinds of
questions about the past to inform
historical inquiry.

1.3. Understand how you fit into the Big History narrative, using the concept of “thresholds” to frame
your past, present, and future, as well as the history of the Universe. (CO1, CO7) 1.4. Understand
what disciplines are and consider how the viewpoints of many different scholars can be integrated
for a better understanding of a topic. (CO2, CO8) 4.8. Demonstrate an ability to construct an
argument in writing. (CO6) 6.2. Explain whether or not symbolic language makes humans different.
(CO4, CO5, CO6, CO8; 8.2. Investigate the implications of interconnected societies and regions by
looking at spread of people, plants, animals, disease, goods, and ideas. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO7) 10.2.
Identify important human and environmental issues that affect the future of our species and the
biosphere. (CO2, CO3, CO4, CO6, CO7, CO8) 10.3. Propose a vision of the future based on new
understandings of the past. (CO4, CO6, CO7, CO8)

Big History Project scaffolds students into raising and addressing questions over the course of
the year. During the opening units, students mainly write on questions raised in assignments,
such as the Investigation Writing assignments in each unit. However, beginning in Unit 6,
students are introduced to and begin working on their Little Big History Project, which requires
them to frame and address their own questions. Students choose (in small groups) an item,
material, process, or social construct. They must investigate it and tell the story of it across
three thresholds, at least one of them non-human. Other lessons relevant to this standard:
Lesson 6.3 Investigation 6: How does language make humans different? Lesson 7.2 Activity:
Were They Pushed or Did They Jump? Lesson 8.2 Activity: Columbian Exchange timeline.
Lesson 8.3 Activity: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended? Debate. Lesson 9.2 Activity: The
Impact of Population Growth essay. Lesson 9.9 Activity: “Elsewhere’s Energy.”

Evaluate and enhance these questions.

2.2. Using evidence from texts, explain why views of the Universe have changed over time and the
roles that scientists played in shaping our understanding of the origin of the Universe. (CO3, CO5)
4.6. Understand how geologists can work with scientists and historians from other disciplines to
form a deeper understanding of the history of the Earth. (CO2, CO8) 4.8. Demonstrate an ability to
construct an argument in writing. (CO6) 6.8. Demonstrate an understanding of multiple causes and
how they complicate the relationship between causes, consequences, and their interaction with one
another. (CO3) 8.6. Analyse a complex historical event through the lens of causality. (C03, C05)

There are some activities in BHP that require students to evaluate and critique an author's approach.
During the Little Big History project, students must consider and reconsider their own questions.
Related activities: Lesson 5.1 Activity: Are These the Right Mini-Thresholds of Life? Lesson 5.3
Investigation 5: How and why do theories evolve? Lesson 7.2 Activity: Little Big History – Research
Questions. Activity: Were They Pushed or Did They Jump? Lesson 8.0 Activity: Causes of the Modern
Revolution. Lesson 9.0 Activity: How Would You Periodize Human History? Lesson 9.6 Activity:
Understanding the Causes of World War I. Lesson 10.1 Activity: Visions of the Future.

Identify and locate relevant sources
using ICT and other methods.

Although none of the unit outcomes explicitly reflect this standard, many of the goals of the course
cannot be accomplished without this ability to identify and locate sources. This may be most clearly
articulated in Course Objectives 4 and 5: CO4: Engage in meaningful scientific inquiry and historical
investigations by being able to hypothesise, form researchable questions, conduct research, revise
one’s thinking, and present findings that are well supported by scientific and historical evidence.
CO5: Critically evaluate, analyse, and synthesise primary and secondary historical, scientific, and
technical texts to form well crafted and carefully supported written and oral arguments.

In the first part of the course, students write on sources they are given. The following activities in
Units 8 and 9 provide opportunities for students to find their own sources using ICT and other
methods: Lesson 8.1 Activity: Issues of Colonization Mini Project. Lesson 8.3 Activity: Personal Supply
Chain. Activity: Debate: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended? Lesson 9.1 Activity: Debate: Is Change
Accelerating? Lesson 9.2 Activity: The Impact of Population Growth. Lesson 9. 6 Activity:
Understanding the Causes of World War I. Lesson 9.9 Activity: Elsewhere’s Energy.

Analysis and use of sources:

Students use primary and secondary sources throughout the BHP curriculum. Students practice the skills indicated in Analysis and Use of Sources.

Identify the origin, purpose and context
of primary and secondary sources

1.2. Understand that Big History is a modern, science-based origin story that draws on many
different types of knowledge. (CO2, CO8) 6.3. Describe how early humans lived. (CO3, CO5) 7.5.
Understand what scholars from multiple disciplines know about agriculture and civilization and the
information they can derive from them using integrated perspective. (CO2, CO5, CO8);

Note: Most of the resources related to this skill consist of readings and videos about how investigators
identify sources of evidence. Lesson 1.0 Activity: History as Mystery. Lesson 1.3 Reading: "Approaches
to Knowledge." Lesson 2.1 Activity: Changing Views Timeline. Reading: "Changing Views of the
Universe." Lesson 4.3 Activity: Was There Science Before the Scientific Revolution? Timeline. Lesson
5.3 Activity: The Voyage of the Beagle. Reading: "Crick, Watson, and Franklin." Investigation 5: How
and why do theories evolve? Lesson 6.1 Activity: Historos Cave. Lesson 6.2 Video: Early Evidence of
Collective Learning. Lesson 7.1 Reading: "Recordkeeping and History." Lesson 8.3 Reading: Anita
Ravi, “She Blinded Me with Science." Investigation 8: How and why have our reaction and our
response to disease changed? Lesson 9.2 Reading: "The Anthropocene."
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Relevant BHP Unit Outcomes

Process and synthesise information from 1.4. Understand what disciplines are and consider how the viewpoints of many different scholars
a range of sources for use as evidence can be integrated for a better understanding of a topic. (CO2, CO8) 2.2. Using evidence from texts,
in an historical argument.
explain why views of the Universe have changed over time and the roles that scientists played in
shaping our understanding of the origin of the Universe. (CO3, CO5) 4.6. Understand how
geologists can work with scientists and historians from other disciplines to form a deeper
understanding of the history of the Earth. (CO2, CO8) 4.8. Demonstrate an ability to construct an
argument in writing. (CO6) 5.5. Demonstrate using texts as evidence in historical writing. (CO3,
CO6) 7.5. Understand what scholars from multiple disciplines know about agriculture and
civilization and the information they can derive from them using integrated perspective. (CO2, CO5,
CO8) 9.3. Describe the acceleration in world population, technology, science, communication, and
transportation. Explain how they have benefited and threatened humanity. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO6,
CO7, CO8) 9.7. Analyse the causes, characteristics, and long-term consequences of World War I, the
Great Depression, and World War II. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 10.3. Propose a vision of the future
based on new understandings of the past. (CO4, CO6, CO7, CO8)

BHP Activities for Building History Skills
Students work to synthesise and use primary and secondary sources on a regular basis, most
particularly in the Investigations for each unit: The Unit 8 Investigation addresses the question, "How
and why have our reaction and our response to disease changed?" as students compare responses to
the outbreaks of plague in Europe in the fourteenth and nineteenth centuries. The Unit 9 Investigation
asks, "To what extent has the Modern Revolution been a positive or negative force?" after considering
data related to various aspects of modern life. Examples of other relevant assignments across the BHP
curriculum: Lesson 1.0 Activity: Easter Island Mystery. Lesson 2.2 Analyzing Investigation Writing:
Using Texts as Evidence. Lesson 3.1 Activity: Understanding Causes and Consequences Part 2. Lesson
4.3 Activity: Was There Science Before the Scientific Revolution? Timeline. Lesson 5.2 Video: How
We Proved an Asteroid Wiped Out the Dinosaurs. Lesson 5.3 Activity Revising Investigation Writing:
Using Texts as Evidence. Lesson 6.1 Activity: Historos Cave. Lesson 7.2 Activity: Social Status, Power,
and Human Burials. Activity: Were They Pushed or Did They Jump? Lesson 8.2 Activity: Columbian
Exchange timeline. Lesson 8.3 Activity: Debate: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended? Lesson 9.2 The
Impact of Population Growth. Lesson 9.6 Activity: Propaganda and World War II. Lesson 9.9 Activity:
Elsewhere’s Energy. Lesson 10.1 Activity: Visions of the Future.

Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of 2.3. Understand how to use claim testing to evaluate a claim or resource. (CO1, CO3, CO5, CO6) 5.5. Evaluating the reliability and usefulness of resources is done from Unit 2 until the end of the course
primary and secondary sources.
Demonstrate using texts as evidence in historical writing. (CO3, CO6)
using the BHP claim testers (intuition, authority, logic, and evidence). These appear on research
guides throughout the year. Example resources and assignments: Lesson 1.3 Activity: Claim Testing
Snap Judgment. Video: How Do We Know What to Believe? Lesson 2.0 Activity: Claim Testing – The
Big Bang. Lesson 4.2 Activity: Claim Testing— Geology and the Earth’s Formation. Lesson 5.0 Claim
Testing – What Is Life? Lesson 7.3 Activity: Little Big History Biography. Lesson 9.6 Activity:
Understanding the Causes of World War I.

Perspectives and interpretations:
Identify and analyse the perspectives of
people from the past.

2.2. Using evidence from texts, explain why views of the Universe have changed over time and the
roles that scientists played in shaping our understanding of the origin of the Universe. (CO3, CO5)
2.4. Locate Ptolemy, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, and Hubble on a timeline and explain what each
added to our collective understanding of the structure of the Universe. (CO1, CO7) 5.4. Use
evidence to explain adaptation and evolution, including Darwin’s theory of natural selection and
DNA. (CO4, CO5, CO6) 8.4. Describe the changing characteristics of societies in the four world
zones before and after oceanic travel and the thickening of global networks. (CO2, CO3, CO5, CO8)
9.7. Analyse the causes, characteristics, and long-term consequences of World War I, the Great
Depression, and World War II. (CO3, CO5, CO6, CO8) 10.1. Explain the Big History story and its
defining features and patterns. (CO1, CO2, CO3, CO4, CO7, CO8)

Over the course of BHP, students look at the perspectives and beliefs of people from various times in
history (for example, in the Unit 8 Investigation on how plague was experienced and interpreted in the
fourteenth and nineteenth centuries). Example resources and activities: Lesson 1.2 Activity: Origin
Stories Article Collection. Lesson 2.1 Activity: Changing Views Timeline. Activity: Debate: Views of
the Universe. Lesson 2.2 Investigation 2: How and why do individuals change their minds? Lesson 3.2
Investigation 3: How can looking at the same information from different perspectives pave the way for
progress? Lesson 4.3 Activity: Was There Science Before the Scientific Revolution? Timeline. Lesson
5.3 Reading: "Darwin, Evolution, and Faith." Investigation 5: How and why do theories evolve? Lesson
6.3 Video: From Foraging to Food Shopping. Lesson 8.2 Reading: "When Humans Became Inhumane:
The Atlantic Slave Trade." Lesson 8.3 Reading: "Lost on the Silk Road." Reading: Anita Ravi, “She
Blinded Me with Science.” Lesson 9. 3 Reading: “Smith, Marx, and Keynes.” Lesson 9.5 Reading:
"Imperialism and Resistance Shape the Modern World, 1850-1914." Activity: Rights and Resistance
Timeline.

Identify and analyse different historical
interpretations (including their own).

1.2. Understand that Big History is a modern, science-based origin story that draws on many
different types of knowledge. (CO2, CO8) 1.4. Understand what disciplines are and consider how
the viewpoints of many different scholars can be integrated for a better understanding of a topic.
(CO2, CO8) 2.2. Using evidence from texts, explain why views of the Universe have changed over
time and the roles that scientists played in shaping our understanding of the origin of the Universe.
(CO3, CO5) 3.6. Understand how to use and apply the concept of periodization. (CO2, CO3, CO4)
4.6. Understand how geologists can work with scientists and historians from other disciplines to
form a deeper understanding of the history of the Earth. (CO2, CO8) 6.4. Explain collective learning.
(CO1, CO3) 10.3. Propose a vision of the future based on new understandings of the past. (CO4,
CO6, CO7, CO8)

Opportunities to consider different historical interpretations come in the course's periodic debate
opportunities, and in constructing some of the written arguments for assignments in the course.
Examples: Lesson 2.0 Activity: Who Knows What? Lesson 2.1 Activity: Debate: Views of the Universe.
Lesson 4.3 Activity: Was There Science Before the Scientific Revolution? Timeline. Lesson 5.3
Investigation 5: How and why do theories evolve? Lesson 6.2 Activity: Debate: Culture and Collective
Learning. Lesson 8.3 Debate: Has the Scientific Revolution Ended? Lesson 9.1 Debate: Is Change
Accelerating? Investigation 9: To what extent has the Modern Revolution been a positive or negative
force? Lesson 9.7 Activity: Comparing Rights Documents.
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Relevant BHP Unit Outcomes

BHP Activities for Building History Skills

Explanation and communication:

Both of these skills are developed over the course of the BHP year.

Develop texts, particularly descriptions
1.2. Understand that Big History is a modern, science-based origin story that draws on many
and discussions that use evidence from a different types of knowledge. (CO2, CO8) 1.6. Identify a thesis statement and how writing is
range of sources that are referenced.
structured, and evaluate both of those elements in writing. (CO6) 2.2. Using evidence from texts,
explain why views of the Universe have changed over time and the roles that scientists played in
shaping our understanding of the origin of the Universe. (CO3, CO5) 4.2. Use evidence to explain
how the Earth and its atmosphere developed and changed over time. (CO4, CO5, CO6, CO8) 4.8.
Demonstrate an ability to construct an argument in writing. (CO6) 5.4. Use evidence to explain
adaptation and evolution, including Darwin’s theory of natural selection and DNA. (CO4, CO5, CO6)
5.5. Demonstrate using texts as evidence in historical writing. (CO3, CO6) 6.1. Describe human
evolution, using evidence and connection to other species of mammals. (CO3, CO4, CO5) 6.7.
Demonstrate using BHP concepts accurately in writing. (CO1, C06) 7.7. Use sentence starters to
strengthen ability to make an argument in writing. (CO6) 8.5. Use sentence starters to strengthen
ability to use texts as evidence in writing. (CO5, CO6)

The writing aspect of BHP has always been a strong strand, and in the current version, it is better
integrated throughout the course. The unit outcomes now include writing outcomes. Explicit teaching
of historical writing and how to evaluate it using the BHP Writing Rubric has been added. Beginning
in Unit 1, immediately preceding each investigation is an “Investigation Writing” activity in which
students analyse BHP student writing samples using the BHP Writing Rubric. This skill is also
practiced in the Investigations in each unit, which involve writing from and referencing a range of
sources, and in the Little Big History capstone project. Other relevant writing assignments: Lesson 7.0
Activity: Biography of a Crop. Lesson 7.2 Activity: Were They Pushed or Did They Jump? Lesson 8.1
Activity: Issues of Colonization Mini Project. Lesson 8.2 Activity: Columbian Exchange timeline.
Lesson 9.2 Activity: The Impact of Population Growth. Lesson 10.1 Activity: Visions of the Future.

Select and use a range of
communication forms (oral, graphic,
written) and digital technologies.

Students work in a range of writing and presentation modes across the year, including public
speaking, infographics and timelines, mapping events and movements, using PowerPoint
presentations, and creating museum displays. There is a presentation as well as a writing rubric.
Some examples: Lesson 2.0 Activity: Creating a Big Bang Infographic. Lesson 2.3 Activity: Universe
Comics. Lesson 3.2 Activity: Timelines and Periodization. Lesson 4.4 Activity: Scale Model of the
Solar System. Lesson 5.3 Activity: Evolution and Life Timeline. Lesson 6.0 Activity: Evolution Comic.
Lesson 6.3 Activity: Hunter Gatherer Menu. Activity: Human Migration Patterns. Lesson 7.1 Activity:
Early Civilization Museum Project. Lesson 8.1 Activity: Issues of Colonization Mini Project. Lesson 8.2
Activity: Columbian Exchange Infographic. Lesson 9.6 Activity: Mapping the World: 1914, 1945, 1985,
Today. Lesson 10.2 Activity: The Future of Our Planet.

The course objectives (CO) call out the importance of these skills in BHP: CO5. Critically evaluate,
analyse, and synthesise primary and secondary historical, scientific, and technical texts to form well
crafted and carefully supported written and oral arguments; CO6. Communicate arguments to a
variety of audiences to support claims through analysis of substantive texts and topics; use valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence through individual or shared writing, speaking, and
other formats.

