BIG HISTORY PROJECT / LESSON 2.0 ACTIVITY

NARRATIVE AND THRESHOLDS – THE BIG BANG

TEACHING
TEACHER MATERIALS

Preparation
•

Video: Threshold 1: The Big Bang

Purpose
Big History Project research has shown that when teachers and students have a solid grasp on the driving course narrative (which includes BHP’s eight thresholds of
increasing complexity), they are better able to connect with the course content in a cohesive way that encourages deep and lasting learning. One way to more easily
remember the narrative is to revisit the thresholds throughout the course through a repeated activity. The thresholds function much like plot points, thereby punctuating
and framing David Christian’s Big History story. This is the first quick activity in a series in which your students will review a graphical representation of each threshold,
and after watching the corresponding video that introduces the threshold, determine (in their own words) what happened at that threshold of increasing complexity.

Practices
Reading, writing, causation
While students aren’t engaging in formal reading of texts as part of this activity, they do conduct image analysis, which is often considered a form of reading. “Reading”
graphics is a skill students will develop throughout the course. Ultimately, students will be asked to construct their own meaning from the activity, writing in their own
words what happened at each threshold.

Process
If you feel your students need a refresher, begin this activity with a review of the thresholds by playing a quick round of the Threshold Name Game in Lesson 1.1. Hand out
the BHP Thresholds Graphic to students and ask them to look at the illustration. What do they notice? Could they make up a story from these pictures alone?
Now, point them to the Threshold 1 image on the graphic. Have them look at this, then show them the word cloud for Threshold 1: The Big Bang. (Note: This word cloud
was constructed using the vocabulary from the video Threshold 1: The Big Bang.) Based on the picture and the words, ask if they can guess what is happening in that first
image. Discuss this quickly as a class, then show students the video Threshold 1: The Big Bang.
After watching the video with the class, ask students to construct a hashtag or two that represents, in their own words, what is happening in that first image of the BHP
Thresholds Graphic. Have them write down their hashtags in the blank box below that first image. Let them know they’re going to revisit this graphic throughout the
course, which will help to support, extend, or challenge what they already know about the Big History story.
Not all students will be familiar with the “support, extend, challenge” concept, but they will encounter this language throughout the course, so you might want to explain it
this way.
•
•
•

Support – Ideas and evidence that you encounter that reinforce what you already know about something.
Extend – Ideas and evidence that add to and broaden what you already know about something.
Challenge – Ideas and evidence that go against what you already know about something, and may even change what you think about that thing.

Now ask your students if anything they saw in the video, the graphic, or the word cloud supports, extends, or challenges what they already knew about the Big History story.
Collect the Thresholds Graphics from your students – they will be using these every time they encounter a new threshold in the first part of the course.
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STUDENT MATERIALS

Preparation
•

Video: Threshold 1: The Big Bang

Purpose
Big History Project research has shown that when you have a solid grasp on the driving course narrative (which includes BHP’s eight thresholds of increasing
complexity), you are more easily able to take part in the course in a way that encourages deep and lasting learning. One way to more easily remember the course narrative
is to revisit the thresholds throughout the course. The thresholds function like plot points, thereby punctuating and framing David Christian’s Big History story. This is
the first quick activity in a series in which you’ll review a graphical representation of each threshold, and after watching the corresponding video that introduces the
threshold, determine (in your own words) what happened at each threshold of increasing complexity.

Practices
Reading, writing, causation
Although you aren’t engaging in formal reading of texts as part of this activity, you do conduct image analysis, which is often considered a form of reading. “Reading”
graphics is a skill that you will work on throughout the course. Ultimately, you’ll be asked to construct your own meaning from the activity, writing in your own words
what happened at each threshold.

Process
Look at the BHP Thresholds Graphic. What do you notice? Do you think you could make up a story from these pictures alone?
Now, look at the image for Threshold 1 on the left side of the page. Then, look at the word cloud. Based on the picture and the words, can you guess what is happening in
that first image? Talk about this quickly with your class, and then watch the video Threshold 1: The Big Bang.
After watching the video, construct a hashtag or two that represents, in your own words, what is happening in that first image. Once you’ve figured out your hashtags,
write them down in the empty box below the first picture on the Thresholds Graphic. You’re going to revisit this graphic throughout the course, which will help support,
extend, or challenge what you already know about the Big History story.
You may not really be familiar with what it means to “support, extend, and challenge” when it comes to ideas, but you will encounter this language throughout the course,
so you might want to review how we think about these ideas in BHP:
•
•
•

Support – Ideas and evidence that you encounter that reinforce what you already know about something.
Extend – Ideas and evidence that add to and broaden what you already know about something.
Challenge – Ideas and evidence that go against what you already know about something, and may even change what you think about that thing.

So, did anything you saw in the video, the picture, or the word cloud support, extend, or challenge what you already know about the Big History story?
Make sure to hand in your Thresholds Graphic to your teacher – you will be using it every time you encounter a new threshold in the first part of the course.
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